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We’ve just passed a milestone – the first month of 

school is officially in the books.   If you’re a parent 

of a new highschooler, welcome to the club!  It’s a 

special one!   And welcome also to this Guido Gab –the 

unofficial voice of information for our families.     

Once a month, I hope to give you the scoop on inside 

info – and in a more traditional, written format.   No 

tweets here – either 140 or 280 characters – you’ll 

just get the straight goods that you can place on your 

fridge for the month and be informed about what’s 

happened and happening. 

Some Welcomes 

As everyone is getting used to the new administration 

team of Mr. Leistra, Mr. Tomlin and Mr. VanAndel, 

we’re also excited to see the results of the new 

Student Leadership Team (SLT) who’ve already led 

the Gr. 9 students through their paces in a good 

orientation day at Dundas Valley several weeks ago.  

The first mentoring activities involving these groups 

occurs early next week, and in this way, we also hope 

that Gr. 9 students feel a little more connected to 

the high school scene.  Topics such as friendships and 

social skills will be discussed. 

We’re also welcoming Elisha, Hami and Hannah Yaqub  

who come to us from Pakistan via Thailand just four 

weeks ago.   As refugees of persecution, they are 

being sponsored by one of our Reformed churches 

and are beginning to pick up their education again, 

now at Guido.   We’re expecting a warm welcome from 

the student body and a finding of place here in 

Canada. 

Student Leadership 

Our previously-mentioned SLT again enjoyed its 

annual fall retreat in Brantford.  Staff and guest 

speakers spoke on topics such as “7 Indispensable 

Qualities of a Leader”, “Boundaries of Peer 

Counselling” and considered  vision statements in  

working through Planning.   In this way, our student 

leaders are not only preparing to develop leadership 

skills this year, but for their entire lives.  Certainly a 

rewarding time of learning and bonding.    We’re glad 

they’re back, and look forward to seeing the fruit of 

their work. 

Commencement 2017 

This annual highlight occurs tomorrow.  All are 

welcome at the McIntyre Performing Arts Centre at 

Mohawk College on Hamilton’s mountain.  If you’d like 

to attend but can’t make it in person, we again plan to 

have a link which you can access by going to the Guido 

website.    It’s our final opportunity to wish our most 

recent grads God’s indispensible blessings as they 

make an impact in His and our world.    For family 

members -  a reminder that the luncheon begins at 

11:30 am in the Guido gym, while the formal 

commencement is at 2:00 pm at Mohawk.   One 

additional request – since we will, after this 

commencement and starting next spring, hold 

commencement in June – please consider, if you are a 

parent of a Gr. 12 student, whether you’d be willing to 

help out on a parent grad committee, organizing the 

post-commencement activities.   Just give the school 

a ring and we’ll hook you up with the other organizers. 

Reformation 500 

The celebrations for this event are kicking in high 

gear.   Many students and all teachers are in the 

midst of planning for this event to be held at our 

school on Monday, Oct. 30 and Tuesday, Oct. 31.  

Look for notices in bulletins and in the Gazette as we 

celebrate the 500th anniversary of the beginning of 

the Reformation.    A community-wide evening is 

scheduled for the Monday evening to which you are 

invited (indeed: expected!)   We’ll follow this up with 

a student assembly on the following morning which 

will be a recap of the previous evening’s assembly.  In 

addition to this, the school rooms and halls will be 
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open to many displays, interactive demonstrations and 

performances as we remember and celebrate this 

event as part of our heritage.   What a blessing to be 

able to celebrate this event even so many years later. 

Gr. 12 Career Planning 

The Student Services Office is busy planning many 

visits to and from various colleges and universities 

this month, allowing our senior students to have 

glimpses into what their future next year might look 

like.   For example, visits by Univ. of Toronto,  

Redeemer University College, McMaster and Brock 

are happening in the first half of October, and Gr. 12 

students are invited to attend some of these if 

university is in their sights.   Various college 

presentations will be following, including open houses 

on several Saturdays in October.   In this way, our 

students can consider the options that are there for 

them.  We’re thankful that Mrs. VanVelzen, with her 

many province-wide contacts, is able to guide each 

student this fall to make a choice that will work with 

their interests and talents. 

Sports Report 

Noah Holtvluwer reports again for us this year.  He 

notes “Guido sports is taking off.  Junior and Senior 

volleyball teams have started their seasons and look 

to be in good form already.   Both girls’ basketball 

teams have played several games.   Gr. 9 boys and 

girls soccer teams are eagerly anticipating the city 

wide tournament this coming week, and things are 

running smoothly for the cross country team in their 

preparation.  Guido “Hometown Showdown” occurs 

next Friday, Oct. 6 with seniors girl Bball at 4pm 

followed by senior boys vball.   Both games here vs. 

HDCH in what is becoming a neat tradition.  Prizes 

and half time entertainment is also on the bill so 

come on out to support your Guido athletes.” 

 

Dates to Remember  

Sat. Sept 30  Commencement 

Fri. Oct 6 Guido hosts Gr. 7/8 Cross Country 

meet 

Mon.Oct.9 Thanksgiving Day – No school 

Fri. Oct. 20 Early Progress Reports (Gr. 9) 

Wed. Oct.25 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Thurs. Oct. 26 Parent- Teacher Conferences 

Fri.  Oct. 27 CRTA Conference  - no school for 

students 

Mon. Oct. 30 Reformation 500 Evening  (7:30 start) 

Tues. Oct. 31 Student Assembly – Reformation 500 

 


